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Designed to seasare children's skill at recovering 
the deep stracture relationships of sentencesr the test contains 
tventy-five groups of three sentences and directs thct children to 
circle the sentence which has a different leaning within each group* 
Means and standard deviations are listed by sex « and content validity 
is established for the test by stating six assaaptions on which the 
ability to recover deep stractare rests and by discvssisg each 
assaaption with regard to the test. Reliability was established by 
the Kuder^Richardson 20# which resalted in a coefficient Of .7964. 
(This docaaent is one of those reviewed in The Research Instxnsents 
Project (TRIP) aonograph "Heasares for Research and Bvaloation in the 
English Language Arts," to be pablished by the Coaaittee on Research 
of the National Council of Teachers of English in cooperation with 
the ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Coaaanicatioa Skills. A TBIP 
review which precedes the docaaent lists its category (Beading) , 
title/ author, date, and age range (interaediate), and describes the 
instruaent^s purpose and physical characteristics.] (BB) 
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The attached document contains one of the measures reviewed 
In the TRIP committee monograph titled: 

Measures for R esearch and Evaluation 
In the English Language Arts 



TRIP Is an acronym which signifies an effort to abstract 
and make readily available measures for rer«.arch and evalua- 
tion In the English language arts. These measures relate to 
language developirent, listening, literature, reading, standard 
English as a second language or dialect, teacher competencies, 
or writing. In order to make these Instruments more readily 
available, the ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication 
Skills has supported the TRIP committee sponsored by the Committee 
on Research of the National Council of Teachers of English apd 
has processed the material Into the ERIC system. The ERIC 
Clearinghouse accession numbers that encompass iDOst of these 
documents are CSAo/3*it» -^CS40/J7S\ 
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Herbert D* Simons 



Age Range: 



Intermediate 



Description of the Instriunent: 



Purpose: This test Is designed to measure children's skill at 



recovering the deep structure relatlons/.lps of sentences • 



Date of Construction: 



1969 



Physical Description: One aspect of what Is understood in reading 



comprehension Is the structural relationships of sentences. 
For example: In the sentences: 

(a) John Is eager to please 

(b) John Is easy to please 

The reader must understand that In (a) John Is the one 
doing the pleasing ^f^d the person that Is pleased In un- 
specified^ while in (b) the reader must understand that 
It Is John who Is pleased and the person doing the pleas- 
ing is unspecified. This information - the underlying 
structural relationships^ i.e. the logical subject and 
logical object of the sentence - is necessary to under- 
stand a sentence . There are twenty^f ive items in the 
test and the children are directed to circle the sentence 
which has a different meaning. 



(a) The boy hit the girl. 

(b) The girl Has hit by the boy. 

(c) The boy was hit by the girl/ 
Validity, Reliability, and Normative Data: 

The test was administered to 87 grade five pupils - 42 
boys and 45 girls. Mean? and standard deviations are 
listed by sex. Content validity is established for the 
test by stating six assumptions on which the ability to 
recover deep structure rests and by discussing each as- 
sumption with regard to the test. Correlations between 
the D.S.R.T. and Cloz*^ tests resulted in a corcelation 
coefficient of .732. A correlation coefficient of .476 
was obtained between tha D.S.R.T. and the Metropolitan 
Achievement Test: Reading. Reilability was established 
by the Kuder - Richardson 20 which resulted In a coef- 
ficient of .7964. 

Ordering Information: 
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Related ti^w^ents: 

Simons, Herbert D. Linguistic Skills and Reading Com- 
prehension. Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation 
Harvard Graduate SChool of Education, Cambridge, 



DUEP STRUCTURE RECOVERY TEST 



Name 



Directions: Circle the sentence that has a different meaning. 



Sample 1. a. The boy hit the girl. 

b* The girl waa hit by the boy. 

c. The boy was" hit by the girl. 

Sample 2 « a. The fat girl looked at the short boy. 

b. The short boy looked at the fat girl. 

c. The fat girl was looked at by the short boy* 
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!• ai The boy c^vc a book to the z^tl* 

b. The book was given the girl by the boy* 

c. The book was given to the boy by the givli 

2. a. liliat the boy vould like io for the girl to leave. 

b. For the boy to leave is what the girl v;ould like* 
c; What the givl v?ould like la for the boy to leave. 

3« a. He painted the red houi5e# 

b« He painted the hour.e red, 

c. He painted the houae that v7aD red* 

Am a» The girl asked the boy when to leave* 

b* The girl asked the boy vhcn she should leave. 

c» The girl asked the boy when he ohould leave • 

5i a. The girl who the boy hit fell dow* 

b. The boy the girl hit fell down. 

c. The boy who the girl hit fell dou7)» 



Hamd 



6« a. The boy oaw tbo paper that wa9 folded. 

b. The boy raw the folded paper. 

c. The boy enw the paper folded. 



7. a. The fat girl loved the thin boy* 

b# The girl vho is tljin loved the boy v;ho 1b fat. 

The boy who la thin was loved by tho girl who is fat. 



8. a« The boy caw his broken toy. 

b« The boy saw his toy that was broken, 
c." The boy saw his toy broken. 



9. a. That the girl was right was believed by the boy, 
b« \^hat the girl believed was that the boy was right. 
c» The girl believe' the boy to be right* 



10. a. The boy told the girl what to do. 

•b. The boy told the girl what he should do* 
c. The boy told the girl what she should Jo. 



11. a* The tall boy kicked the short girl* 

h. The boy who is tall kicked the girl who lo ohort* 
c. The tall boy vns kicked by the girl who is short • 



12i a. That the girl would go into the house wes expected by the boy, 
b, What the girl expected was that the boy would go into the house, 
c* The girl expected the boy to go into the house. 



13, a. The boy begged the girl to tell the truth. 

b. Ifliat the boy bogged the girl to do waa tell the truth, 

c. To tell the truth waa what tne girl bcgRcd the ooy vo do. 



14. a. The fat girl bit the thin boy. 

b. The girl who is thin bit the boy who is fat. 

Ci The boy who is thin waa bitten by the girl who la fat* 



15, a« The girl taught the boy to use a pencil. 

b. V?hat the boy taught the girl was to use a pencil* 

c. To use a pencil was what the girl taught the hey. 



Kame 



16, a. The wa^on is easy for ug to pur>h* 
b* We push the wogon eaally, 
c« The wdgon puohea us ensily. 



17. a, The girl ordered the boy to sit down. 

bt What the girl ordered the boy to do was sit down. 
c< To 8lt down was what the boy ordered the girl to do. 



18. a. The girl who the boy knew went hone. 

b. The boy the girl knew \/cnt homo. 

c, The boy who the girl knew went horcc. 



19. a. The girl sees easily. 

bt The girl is e^sy to nee. 
c« It id easy to see the girl. 



20* a. The man found his car stolen. 

bi The can found that his car was stolen, 
c. The can found his stolen car. 
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ai. a, 'The lay told tltu girl xjhon to leave. 

b. The boy tolU tho ulrl when he eliould leave. 

c. lh<j boy told the f,lvl yhen she should leave* 



22, a, lUe boy seea that the girl ir, tall. 

b. That the girl io tall is seen by the boy. 

c. Wmt the fiivl ccea is that the boy ie tall. 



23, a. The tall boy vaa liked by the Rlrl who was short. 

b. The tall boy liked the short girl. 

c. The boy who if} f.-Ui liKcd tho ^iil who is short. 



24. a. What the girl wants la for the boy to find the ball. 

b. The boy wants the girl to find the ball. 

c. For the boy to find the ball is what the girl wants. 



25. a. The boy asked the girl what she should do. 

b. The boy asked tho girl what to do. 

c. The boy asUed the girl what he should do. 



